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NOTES AND NEWS 



LETTER PROM PROFESSOR LOVEJOY 
To the Editors of the Journal of Philosophy, Psychology, and Scien- 
tific Methods : 
In a review in a recent number of this Journal reference was made 
by me to " the imposture in the pseudo-voluntarism of the neo-Fichteans." 
It appears that some readers have understood this phrase (a) to refer to 
absolute idealists in general; (b) to impute to those to whom it referred 
some sort of conscious and deliberate deceit. The former interpretation 
is, I believe, expressly excluded by the language of the paragraph in 
which the phrase occurred; the reference was plainly to a more limited 
school. But in any case, the word " imposture," since it doubtless may 
convey the implication mentioned, should, I think, be withdrawn, — not 
only as " unparliamentary," but also as ill-chosen to convey the criticism 
intended. My purpose — since I am not a neo-realist, and therefore am 
not so well acquainted with other men's minds as with my own — was not 
to dogmatize concerning the intentions, still less to judge of the motives, 
but to call attention to the actual result of the manner of expression 
employed by certain philosophers. The inevitableness of that result does, 
indeed, appear to me so clear that I find it surprising that it should not 
be clear to those who use the sort of language which is in question. But 
I have no ground for asserting that it is so, or for denying that the 
writers themselves were the first to be imposed upon by their own rhetoric. 
And even if that result has been in some degree foreseen by some of the 
writers criticized, their use of such modes of expression may well be, and 
doubtless is, due to highly honorable and amiable motives: to an irenic 
spirit which desires to maximize agreement with the prevailing beliefs 
of mankind; to a temperamental sympathy with those beliefs; or to a 
wish to put philosophy_ into terms that make for religious consolation or 
moral edification. These motives have, I surmise, greatly influenced 
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many of the most earnest and sincere philosophers, who have at the same 
time been religiously-minded or irenically-disposed philosophers, through- 
out history. But, whatever the intent or the motive, I can not but think 
a use of language which gives to a philosophical system — even, perhaps, 
in the eyes of its author — an air of meaning something not identical with 
its precise and entire logical import, is an unfortunate use. And the 
tendency — to which all of us are in some degree subject in philosophical 
writing — to accommodate common terms to meanings which differ in 
essence from the common meaning, seems to me to be in the long run 
detrimental to the credit of philosophy as a science. 

A. O. Lovejoy. 
Johns Hopkins University. 



In accordance with the plan recently adopted by the bishops in charge 
of the catholic institutions in France, the teaching of philosophy in these 
institutions is undergoing a reorganization and development. The move- 
ment started in the Catholic Institute of Paris and now Toulouse and 
Lille have undertaken a similar task. At Toulouse, the number of courses 
offered in philosophy has been increased from four to ten, while at Lille 
the institute of philosophy has been established. It is also reported that 
Mgr. Kiss delivered his inaugural address at the University of Budapest 
on " The Importance of Philosophy." He urged the faculty of philosophy 
of the University to found a chair of scholastic philosophy. 

The Revue des Sciences Philosophiques et Theologiques announces 
that all editorial matter should hereafter be addressed to the Couvent des 
Dominicains, Le Saulchoir, a Kain, Belgium, and all communications 
regarding subscriptions, etc., should be sent to M. J. Gabalda, Editeur, 
rue Bonaparte, 90, Paris, VF. 

Dr. Hugo de Vries, professor of botany in the University of Amster- 
dam, gave two informal seminars at Columbia University, December 6 
and 9, on "The Mutation Theory and Its Bearing on Evolution and 
Genetics." 

The twenty-first meeting of the American Psychological Association 
will be held in Cleveland, Ohio, on December 30, 31, and January 1. 



